November 2017

St. John Bosco Catholic Church / Father Michael Dobbins

On
first arriving in Woodstock, Father Dobbins was introduced (first thing!) to Family Promise by Pastor
George Bowers. At that time, FPSC was in the formative stage and there were many things to work
out. St John Bosco then became one of the first churches to sign up as a host church and the first to
host a family! Father Dobbins says that “Family Promise has done a great job! It’s a good model, and
as the program matures over the years it will get even better.
The program at our church has raised parishioners' consciousness of the
seriousness of the homeless situation and has been rewarding because it
gives whole families the opportunity to be hosts to our guests - it’s neat
seeing all the kids playing together and our participation helps by giving the
parents a break!” Father Dobbins comments, “In a very real sense, we have
a personal obligation and a moral imperative to respond to homelessness.
Jesus has always identified with poor people. Family Promise is a
cooperative effort; it’s the Christian community in Shenandoah County
coming together to take care of Christ in the poor.”
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Volunteers of the Month
Don Jurgensmeyer & Eileen Simmons

St. John Bosco Catholic Outreach

Don Jurgensmeyer, a retired Navy veteran (35
years), is an energetic and enthusiastic supporter
of Family Promise. When Father Dobbins asked
Don to take over from Keith Rocco, the previous
coordinator, Don stepped up to the plate and has
been “coordinating” for a year this
November. November will also mark the 9th time
that St. John Bosco will host a family at their
wonderful facility. Since the church previously had
a school on the grounds, the classrooms make a
great setting for our guests. Hanley Hall also
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The Old Shenandoah Valley Herald building
(207 North Main Street) is now home to St.
John Bosco’s Catholic Outreach. They are
still doing wonderful work - but in a bigger
space! The Outreach is wide ranging
throughout the county and last year alone
provided $90,000.00 to help those in
need. Working closely with Family Promise,
Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter, and Social
Services, Karlene Webster, the president of
the Outreach has a motto – “Never say NO” there is always some way to help! Working with
Family Promise, this organization has outfitted
clients for job interviews, provided work
wardrobes, school clothes, kitchen items, and
furniture for a new apartment. They have even
had cars donated that are given to a select few
who need them for going to work! They also
operate a Crisis Hotline that responds to calls
and are able to connect to a wide range of
services to help people in need. For example,
Karlene was able to refer a 25-year military
veteran to a new organization that helps vets they were able to help him get back into a
house and provide more support! The Thrift
Store, which is open on Friday and Saturday
from 9-2, sells donated items, hosts a food
pantry, and has a handy area in the back of the

boasts a commercial kitchen, a big auditorium,
and a fabulous outside playground! Don
describes himself as “HANDS ON” which means
he is checking on everything to make sure it goes
right, showing up at meals and staying till the
overnight volunteers come (and staying overnight
occasionally), coming early in the morning to help
with breakfast during the week and cooking the
“Big Breakfast” on Saturday then cleaning up. He
also helps with transportation when Rick Kessler
is not available. Don is enthusiastic that more and
more parishioners are signing up to volunteer! He
says, "People have stepped forward that would
not have normally volunteered and now they are
regulars!"

Don
gives lots of credit to Eileen Simmons for
supporting the program by being the
“administration and communication” specialist.
Eileen, who has been with the program as
Assistant Coordinator since November 2015, has
a gift for organization that has helped make the
process flow smoothly. She and Lee (her
husband) established a spreadsheet listing their
volunteers’ information and the needs they want
to fill during host weeks. About a month before
hosting, she sends email reminders to volunteers
about the upcoming week and what areas need to
be filled. She says that Emmanuel Episcopal
Church, support church to St. John Bosco, has
been fantastic and helps with whatever is needed.
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store for items to be dropped off when the store
is closed. All the profits from donations are
used to support the Outreach Ministry. Family
Promise is especially happy that our guests
have such great support from St.John Bosco
Catholic Outreach. THANKS!!
Other Shenandoah County
Outreach Programs
FPSC is fortunate to also be able to turn to
several other outreach programs in the county
to assist our guest families as they are working
towards their goals.

Gary Hines from the Shenandoah County
Thrift Store has worked with us to donate toys
for the children, clothing and household
goods. They have also made financial
contributions to support our mission.
Lydia's Closet in Strasburg recently had it's
grand re-opening and has declared itself to be
the "cutest thrift shop around." Of course, they
say they may be a little biased. In addition to
clothes, they also stock household items. They
have also worked with our guest families to
provide needed items.
The Clothes Closet in Woodstock has
provided many comforters and allows our
guests to use vouchers to purchase clothing.

Eileen, Don and all overnight volunteers have
been through VIRTUS training in which volunteers
are educated in (child) safety precautions. During
the host week, Eileen is at the church almost
every evening and loves not only interacting with
the guests but also getting to know her fellow
parishioners better! (Being an overnight volunteer
also helps with bonding!) Eileen’s Family Promise
message: “It’s so fulfilling to help be the face
of Christ to people who need help getting
back on their feet!”
National Family Promise Week
Thanks to all who joined us for one of the events
during National Family Promise Week. We had a
good time during the Open House at the Family
Center on Sunday with former guests, volunteers,
friends and neighbors.

Shepherd's Hand - Mt. Zion Lutheran (New
Market) has provided furniture to some of our
families and is always a great resource for us
to turn to in various situations.
We have limited space to store items at the
Family Center, so when you are cleaning out
your house or moving, all of these outreach
programs are also great places to donate
items. In addition, On Second Thought, a
consignment shop in Woodstock, accepts
selected donations on behalf of Family
Promise. When the items are sold, 50% of the
proceeds are put into our account for FPSC to
purchase items for our guests.

Kitchen sponges / dish washing liquid
Clorox wipes
Disinfectant spray
AA Batteries
Postage stamps
13 gal. tall kitchen garbage bags
55 gal. contractor trash bags
Liquid hand soap
Adult bicycle (for guest to ride to work)

The
volunteer training on Tuesday was a great
refresher for some current volunteers, board
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members, and a few new folks. And the concert
on Saturday night was absolutely wonderful!

18 gal. (or larger) storage tubs with lids
Plastic wrap / Aluminum foil
Tear-free body wash and shampoo
Women's disposable razors
Women's deodorant

Have you Met ALICE?

We Have a New Playground!!

The dream which started with a grant
application to the Shenandoah Community
Foundation earlier this year has become a
reality. Many thanks to Shenandoah Memorial
ALICE is an acronym for Asset Limited, Income
Hospital for allowing us to use some of the
Constrained, Employed. It is the new face of
parking lot space for the playground! Also
hardship. A United Way Study that started in
thanks to the Shenandoah District Church of
New Jersey and has expanded to cover 15 states, the Brethren for a grant obtained by
including Virginia, has identified this struggling,
Wakemans Grove Church of the Brethren!
hidden population of hardworking households
who earn more than the Federal Poverty Level
We had lots of volunteers help out. First,
but not enough to afford the basic cost of living.
Carlos & Jennifer moved the rubber
playground tiles to the lower parking lot after
Nadine Pottinga, Executive Director of United
they were delivered by tractor trailer to our front
Way of Northern Shenandoah Valley, tells us,
door.
"On many levels, Virginia is a great place to live one with high median incomes, quality schools,
and prosperous corporations. But look a little
more closely at almost any Virginia community
and you will find that within this affluence, a
growing number of people are barely getting
by." Nearly half of local households cannot afford
the basic necessities.
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ALICE's are the workers essential to us and to
our community's success. They are your
childcare worker, home health aide, store clerk,
and office assistant! ALICE families frequently fall
short of making ends meet; ineligibility for
assistance impacts on average 31% of the
population served by UWNSV. These
households often have to make tough decisions
about whether to pay an electric bill, fill a
prescription, buy food, or fill up their gas
tank. They are also some of the families who find
themselves in need of the FPSC program when
something goes terribly wrong in their "survival
Jennifer & Alex began putting down the
budget." There are over 19,743 ALICE
tiles. Steve Ranson (one of our board
households in the Northern Shenandoah Valley!
members) showed up at the Family Center on
one of the hottest days of summer with some of
his friends from New Jersey. The Powers
Family - Frank & Liz and their children,
Stephanie (14) and Evan (12) - were camping
in New Market. After meeting up with Steve
and hearing about the project, Steve said,
"Frank and his family (who are active in their
church in New Jersey) gladly accepted my
invitation to mix into their vacation a little
service unto the Lord. The task proved much
more difficult than we expected. [But they
worked out a good system.] The heat didn’t
help either, but we managed to complete about
a third of the project. I was so impressed with
how the whole family chipped in. Finally, we
reached a point where it was best to leave
more to be done another day."
Source: American Community Survey, Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), Internal
Revenue Service (IRS), U.S. Census, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA),
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), U.S. Election
Assistance Commission, Virginia Department of Taxation, and Virginia
Department of Social Services, 2015.

Visit UnitedWayNSV.org/ALICE to download the
ALICE Report. Contact United Way to join the
community dialogue about these issues.

The next day the Powers family returned (on
their way to Harper's Ferry to sightsee) and put
down more tiles. The next weekend, Steve
was able to complete the tile installation!
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About that time, Cheryl Dellinger contacted us
to see if there was a project Cub Scout Pack
333 - The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints could take on. Cubmaster Matt
Dellinger and scouts Greyson Dalton and
Zac McBride (along with Cheryl) met Diane &
Guy Pence at the Family Center one evening
between rain showers. Greyson was working
on earning a community service badge. Matt
and Guy moved playhouses over to the new
playground. The scouts washed and moved
outdoor toys and a bench to the new area.

Seen Recently at the Family Center!
Please pass along this newsletter to family & friends who
may be interested. If you are receiving this from a friend
and would like to be included in our regular email list, send
your email address to:

shenfamilypromise@gmail.com
Family Promise of Shenandoah County
PO Box 733
781 Spring Parkway

Barry Arey picked up, installed and painted
fencing. June Thompson added reflectors to
the fence. Rick & Sharon Kessler donated
and installed a jungle gym. Robin Hickman
donated a great swing; and Diane Wittreich &
Sherry Arey pitched in wherever needed and
made sure that all was arranged to maximize
use of the space.

Woodstock, VA 22664
Ph: 540-459-4599 Fax: 549-459-4315

shenandoahfamilypromise.org
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The playground will benefit our children both
mentally & physically. A big thank you to
everyone who helped make this a reality!

Like us on Facebook

Family Promise of Shenandoah County is a non-profit
tax-exempt 501(c) (3) organization.
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