
 

Homily for September 20th, 2015 

Focus:  What does it mean to serve others?  Catechetical Sunday.  Family 

Promise of Shenandoah County. 

Summary:  When Jesus reveals to his disciples that “The Son of Man is to 

be handed over to men and they will kill him”, it didn’t make any sense to 

his followers because it did not fit their understanding of what the Messiah 

came to do.  Rather than questioning him about the meaning of what he 

was saying, the apostles were instead fighting about which one of them 

was the greatest.  How ashamed the disciples must have been when Jesus 

overheard them arguing!  “Where do the conflicts among you come from?”  

James tells us that it is from our “passions that make war within,” spurring 

us to “kill and envy.”  Yet, for all our coveting, we still do not possess.  

Jesus made a dramatic gesture by embracing a child to show his disciples 

who *IS* the greatest in the kingdom of God – the one who is humble and 

lowly of heart – who instead of asserting their rights, willingly empty 

themselves of pride and self-seeking glory by taking the lowly position of a 

servant or child.  What does it mean to serve others?  We must feed the 

hungry, give drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked, 

care for the sick, and visit those in prison.   

First Reading:  Wisdom 2:12, 17-20 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 54 – The Lord upholds my life. 

Second Reading:  James 3:16-4:3 

Gospel Reading:  Mark 9:30-37 
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Homily:  When Jesus reveals to his disciples that “The Son of Man is to be 

handed over to men and they will kill him”, it didn’t make any sense to his 

followers because it did not fit their understanding of what the Messiah 

came to do.  Rather than questioning him about the meaning of what he 

was saying, the apostles were instead fighting about which one of them 

was the greatest.   

I can just imagine how that conversation must have gone:   

 “Jesus told me I was the rock upon which he would build his church,” 

Simon Peter said.  “Obviously that makes me the greatest!”   

 John replies, “But Jesus called me the beloved apostle.  That means 

he loves me more than the rest of you!” 

 Andrew pipes in and says, “Don’t forget, I was the first Apostle 

chosen by Jesus.  I’ve been with him longer than any of you!” 

It can sound a bit silly, but aren’t we a lot like the disciples?  We compare 

ourselves with others and desire their praise.  The problem, James tells us, 

is that we have a tendency to let our minds roam wherever they want to go.  

“You covet but do not possess.  You kill and envy but you cannot obtain; 

you fight and wage war.  You do not possess because you do not ask.”   If 

we don’t keep a watch on our thoughts, they can wander into the darker 

areas of our hearts and begin conjuring up all kinds of self-centered 

thoughts. 

How ashamed the disciples must have been when Jesus overheard them 

arguing about which of them was the greatest!  “Where do the conflicts 

among you come from?”  James tells us that it is from our “passions that 
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make war within,” spurring us to “kill and envy.”  Yet, for all our coveting, 

we still do not possess.   

Jesus made a dramatic gesture by embracing a child to show his disciples 

who *IS* the greatest in the kingdom of God – the one who is humble and 

lowly of heart – who instead of asserting their rights, willingly empty 

themselves of pride and self-seeking glory by taking the lowly position of a 

servant or child.  Jesus said that those who do the will of the Father in 

service to others will inherit the kingdom prepared for them from the 

foundation of the world.  What does it mean to serve others?  We must 

feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the 

naked, care for the sick, and visit those in prison.  Jesus himself is our 

model for humility and humbleness.  He came not to be served, but to 

serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.  As the Apostle Paul 

reminds us, Jesus emptied himself and took the form of a servant.  

We have many opportunities to serve others in our community.  Today I 

would like to focus on just two of them: 

1) This weekend the Church in the United States celebrates Catechetical 

Sunday.  In just a few minutes Father Dobbins will call forward those 

who have been designated to serve as catechists to be commissioned 

for their ministry.  Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to 

reflect on the role that each person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in 

handing on the faith and being a witness to the Gospel.  This is an 

opportunity for all of us to rededicate ourselves to this mission as a 

community of faith.  The focus of this upcoming catechetical year will be 

on the theme of “Safeguarding the Dignity of Every Human Person.”  

This year’s theme reminds us that the dignity of each human person 
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rests in the biblical teaching that he or she is made in the image and 

likeness of God.  It also reminds us that we all need to actively support 

and protect others from all sorts of harm, cherishing all human life from 

the moment of conception to a natural death. 

2) Another opportunity we have to serve others in our community is 

through a group called Family Promise of Shenandoah County.  It is a 

nonprofit, non-denominational organization for families in transition and 

part of a national organization founded in 1986.  They help bring 

shelter, meals, and support services to families without homes through 

a network of local church congregations.  Currently there are 13 host 

churches and 13 support churches in Family Promise of Shenandoah 

County.  Saint John Bosco Catholic Church is one of the 13 host 

churches.  Included in the bulletin this week is an insert outlining a 

typical host week (show the insert).  As one of the host congregations, 

we will host a maximum of five families and fourteen individuals about 

four times a year.  Host congregations provide overnight lodging, 

breakfast, brown bag lunches, dinner, and hospitality.  Volunteers from 

support congregations will assist host congregations with these duties.  

Please join me in Hanley Hall immediately after Mass to learn more 

about Family Promise of Shenandoah County and how you can 

volunteer to help. 

Let us pray for our catechists and for the success of Family Promise.  May 

we always remember the words of Jesus:  “Amen, I say to you, whatever 

you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.”   

May Jesus Christ be praised – now and forever.  Amen. 


